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EARTH TREK CSATURDAY CVENING POST 
FOREIGN CORRESPONDEVC:: A DECLINING ART CCOLUMBIA 


JOURNALISI1 REVIF') 


ANNCR : HERE IS ~----------- “ITH FROM THE MAGAZINE RACK... VOICE OF 
AMERICA SUMMARIES OF ARTICLES ON TIMELY TOPICS FROM AMERICAN 
MAGAZINES. TODAY, A NOTED SCIENCE FICTION WRITER LOOKS AT 
STREANLIHING TRANSPORTATION, IN THE SATURDAY EVENING POST: 
AND A FORMER FOREIG:! CORRESPONDENT NOTES DEVELOPMENTS IN 


OVERSEAS REPORTIiG IN THE COLUICIA JOURNALISM REVIEW, © 


EARTH TREK (SATURDAY EVEINTiIG POST FRANCUCH -4227 
REPORTER: IT SEEMS THAT EVER SINCE THE INVE!I'TION OF THE AUTOMOBILE, 
PEOPLE HAVE ENJOYED SPECULATING ABOUT THE STREAMLINED FUTURE 
DESIGNS OF VARIOUS HODES OF TRAMSPORTATION, AND NOTED 
AMERICAN SCIENCE FICTION WRITER ISAAC ASIMOV IS NO EXCEPTION, 


AS READERS OF THE SATURDAY EVE!'Ti!G POST HAVE FOUND OUT, 


THE TRANSPORTATION DREAMS DOCTOR ASIMOV WRITES ABOUT ARE 
PUMCTUATED "ITH LOGIC, AS HE SPELLS INDS READERS WITH 
PREDICTIONS OF FLYING SHIPS AND AUTOMODILFES, TRAINS GLIDING 
ALONG AT SUPERSONIC SPEEDS, AND CITIES AND COMMUNITIES BEING 


HOUSED UNDERGROUND IN CONTROLLED ENVIRONMENTS, 


TACKLING FIRST THE PROBLEM OF AUTOMOBILE POLLUTION AND FUEL 
WASTE, ASIMOV RECOUNTS THE FREQUE!!T SUGGESTIONS TO DEVELOP AN 
ELECTRIC CAR, CITING CLAIMS THAT SUCH A VEHICLE \VIOULD MINIMIZE 
AIR AND NOISE POLLUTION, NOISE POLLUTION, YES, WRITES DR, 
ASIMOV, AIR POLLUTION, NO, ELECTRIC GENERATING PLANTS WOULD 


HAVE TO BURH FAR MORE FOSSIL FUELS -=- COAL AND OIL -= THAN 


REPORTER: 
CCONT'D) 


VOICE: 
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THEY NOW DO IN ORDER TO PRONUCFE THE ELECTRICITY NEEDED TO 


RECHARGE BATTERIES FOR AN ARMY OF ELECTRIC CARS, 


UNTIL A SAFE, POLLUTION-FREE FUEL CAN BE FOUND TO GENERATE 
ELECTRICITY, FUELS SUC!'H AS COAL AND OIL WILL BE USED, BESIDES, 
AS HE WRITES, THERE'S A MORE EFFICIENT WAY TO EMPLOY 


ELECTRICITY IN SOLVING THE FUEL CRISIS: 


“ELECTRICITY COULD BE USED TO SPLIT WATER INTO HYDROGEN AND 
OXYGEN. THE HYDROGEN COULD THEN BE COMBINED WITH CARBON 
DIOXIDE TO FORM SIMPLE ALCOHOLS AND HYDROCARBONS. THESE ARE 
LIQUID FUELS WHICH, IN ENGINES, CAN COMBINE WITH OXYGEN TO 
YIELD ENERGY AS WATER AND CARBON DIOXIDE IS FORMED, YOU 
START WITH WATER AND CARPON DIOXIDE AND YOU FINISH WITH WATER 


AND CARBON DIOXIDE. 


"FURTHERMORE, THE FUEL FORMED IN THIS WAY WILL CONSIST ONLY 

OF CARBON, HYDROGEN, AND AN OCCASIONAL OXYGEN ATOM. THE 
POLLUTION WE SUFFER FROM TODAY RESTS IN IMPURITIES IN COAL 

AND OIL THAT CONTAII! OTHER KINDS OF ATOMS: NITROGEN AND 
SULFUR, FOR INSTANCE. WE WILL THUS HAVE INDEFINITE QUANTITIES 
OF NONPOLLUTING FUELS FOR THE INTERHNAL-COMBUSTION ENGINES OF 
THE FUTURE, AND OUR HIGHWAYS WILL SEE BOTH FUEL CARS AND 


ELECTRIC CARS," 


TO IMPROVE TRAFFIC FLOW, SIGNAL LIGHTS COULD BE MADE TO SCAN 


APPROACHES TO STREET INTERSECTIONS, DETECT THE DENSITY OF 


ONCOMING TRAFFIC FROM DIFFERENT DIRECTIONS, AND ADJUST SIGNAL 
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ieee ENERGY EFFICIENCY COULD ALSO COME THROUGH GREATER USE 
CONT'D) 
OF MASS TRANSPORTATION IN ATTRACTIVE, COMFORTABLE AND RAPID 


VEHICLES. OR. ASIMOV HAS A SCHEME FOR BRINGING THIS ABOUF: 


VOICE: "THE MASS TRANSPORTATION OF THE FUTURE MAY GAIN SPEED AND 
COMFORT THROUGH THE USE OF MAGNETIC LEVITATION, A CENTRAL 
GUIDE RAIL MAGNETIZED IN FASHION SIMILAR TO THE TRAIN ITSELF 
WILL SET UP A REPULSION CIF THE MAGNETIC FIELD INTENSITIES 
ARE GREAT ENOUGH) THAT WILL LIFT THE TRAIN A FEW INCHES 
CSLIGHTLY) ACOVE THE RAIL. SINCE THERE WOULD BE VIRTUALLY 
NO FRICTION, THE TRAIN COULD REACH A VIBRATION=FREE SPEED 


OF THREE HUNDRED MIL’S AN HOURS C483 KM/HR)." 


REPORTER:AND SHOULD HUMANKIND DECIDE TO DEVELOP SUBTERRANEAN 


CIVILIZATIONS, TRAINS COULD MOVE EVEN FASTER, "WITH THE 
ABSENCE OF AIR PRESSURE" UNDERGROUND, WRITES ASIMOV, "TRAINS 
COULD MOVE VERY FAST INDEED, AND TRANSCONTINENTAL TRIPS MIGHT 
BE MADE AT SUPERSONIC SPEEDS, AS FAST AS OR FASTER THAN 


AIRPLANES WOULD DO IT, AtD '/ITH MUCH GREATER SAFETY," / 


OLD STEAM SHIPS WOULD SERVE MERELY AS NOSTALGIC RELICS IN 
ASIMOV'S FUTURE WORLD. SHIPS WOULD SPEED ABOVE VWIATER BY USE 
OF JET ENGINES, SINKING TO THE WATER'S SURFACE ONLY WHEN WIND 
AND WEATHER CONDITIONS MADE IT NECESSARY. MOREOVER, SUCH 
SHIPS COULD TRAVEL OVER LAND, THEREGY MAKING IT POSSIBLE TO 


GREATLY INCREASE THE NUMPER OF COASTAL PORTS OF ENTRY. 


THE USE OF THE AIRPLANE WILL ALSO ENTER A NEW PHASE IN THE 


FUTURE, WRITES DR. ASIMOV: 


NOS 


VOICE: 
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"IN THE FUTURE, A NEW DIMENSION OF AIR TRAVEL COULD INVOLVE 
THE USE OF THE EQUIVALENT OF AIR-AUTOMOBILES. THIS MAY COME 
IN THE FORM OF A VERTICAL TAKE~OFF AND LANDING CVTOL) PLANE. 
A VTOL PLANE WOULD NOT REQUIRE LONG RUNWAYS, BUT COULD TAKE 
OFF IN ONE BACKYARD AND LAND IN ANOTHER BACKYARD, UNDOUBTEDLY, 
BOTH TAKE OFF AND LANDING SPOTS WOULD HAVE TO BE SPECIALLY 
DESIGNED TO WITHSTAND THE SHOCK OF DEPARTURE AND ARRIVAL BUT 
ANY TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCE REQUIRES A HOST OF FRINGE 


IMPROVEMENTS CTHE COMING OF THE AUTOMOBILE MEANT THE ARRIVAL 


REPORTER: 


VOICE: 


AT PRESENT, TWO OF THE MOST ATTRACTIVE ENERGY SOURCES FOR THE 
FUTURE ARE SOLAR POWFR AND NUCLEAR FUSION, THE WAY THE SUN 
CREATES ENERGY == NOT FISSION, AS IS CURRENTLY BEING USED IN 
NUCLEAR-POWERED ELECTRIC GENERATING PLANTS. THE ONLY PROBLEM 
WITH THESE SO-CALLED "CLEAN" ENERGY SOURCES, WRITES ASIMOV, 
IS THAT THE HEAT THEY PROUUCE MAY BE MORE THAN THE EARTH CAN 
STAND, AIR POLLUTION WOULD BE REPLACED BY THERMAL POLLUTION, 


WHICH LEADS DR. ASINOV TO WRITE: 


"THERMAL POLLUTION CAN BE DANGEROUS. A SLIGHT ELEVATION OF 
THE EARTH'S AVERAGE TEMPERATURE -—- NOT ENOUGH TO DISTURB US 
UNDULY -- MIGHT YET ACCELERATE THE MELTING OF THE ICE CAPS 
AND PRODUCE A DISASTEROUS RISE IN SEA LEVEL. THAT MAY WELL 
LIMIT OUR TOTAL USE OF ENERGY UNTIL SUCIi TIME AS WE CAN LEARN 
TO ADJUST THE MANNER IN WHICH OUR PLANET MAItTAINS ITS 


TEMPERATURE BALANCE. 


"IT WOULD THEREFORE BE USEFUL TO CUT DOWN ENERGY USE BY 


CUTTING DOWN ON TRANSPORTATION WHERE THAT CAN BE DONE, AND 


VOICE: 
CCONT 'D) 


REPORTER: 


VOICE: 
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A GREAT DEAL OF TRANSPORTATION WILL TURN OUT TO BE 


UNNECESSARY," 


A VERY PRAGMATIC SOLUTION TO THE ENERGY-TRANSPORATION PROBLEM, 
WRITES OR. ASTHOV, IS BY INCREASING THE USE OF ELECTRONICALLY 
TRANSFERRED INFORMATION. THIS WOULD DRASTICALLY CUT DOWN THE 
NUMBER OF NECESSARY BUSINESS TRIPS NOW BEING MADE, AND WOULD 
CUT THE NEED FOR TRANSPORTING PRINTED INFORMATION. ALSO, THE 
ENERGY EXPENDED ON ELECTRONIC INFORMATION TRANSFERS WILL 
PROBABLY CONTIIIUE TO DROP IN COST, GIVEN THE CURRENT 
DEVELOPMENTS IN SATELLITE, LASER, AND OPTICAL FIBER 
TECHNOLOGIES. TRAVELING IN THE FUTURE WOULD PRIMARILY BE FOR 


SOCIAL VISITS, VACATIONS AND FUN. 


CONCLUDING HIS SATURDAY EVENING POST ARTICLE, WRITER ISAAC 
ASIMOV MAKES THIS PREDICTION FOR THE FUTURE, WITH 


CONSIDERATION OF A FE\! KEY VARIABLES: 


"IF ... HUMANITY SOLVES ITS POPULATION PROPLEM AND LEARNS 

TO KEEP REGIONAL RIVALRIES FROM COLLAPSING INTO WAR AND 
TERRORISH, AND IF IT THUS PRESERVES ITS CIVILIZATION AND 
TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCE, THEN! THE TRANGSPORFATION QF THE FUTURE 
MAY INVOLVE LESS ENERGY, FAR LESS POLLUTION AND NOISE, AND 
FAR MORE VARIETY AND PLEASURE THAN ANYTHING WE HAVE SEEN IN 
THE PAST." 


=i 


REPORTER: 


VOICE: 


REPORTER: 
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FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE: A DECLINING ART CCOLUMBIA 
JOURNALISM REVIEW SCHNEIDER 3=4227 
THERE WAS A TIME IN AMERICAN JOURNALISM WHEN THE ULTIMATE 
ASSIGNMENT FOR A REPORTER WAS TO BECOME A FOREIGN 
CORRESPONDENT. BUT CHARLES EISENDRATH, A FORMER FOREIGN 
CORRESPONDENT WHO NOW TEACHES JOURNALISM AT THE UNIVERSITY 
OF MICHIGAN, WARNS THAT THE PRESTIGE OF THE FOREIGN 


CORRESPONDENT IS GOING OUT OF STYLE. 


MR. EISENDRATH SAYS NEVER BEFORE HAS THE REPORTING OF FOREIGN 
NEWS BEEN SO IMPORTANT TO THE AMERICAN PUBLIC BUT HE NOTES 
THAT THERE ARE NOW FEWER AMERICAN FOREIGN CORRESPONDENTS THAN 
ANY TIME SINCE THE END OF WORLD WAR TWO, MR. EISENDRATH 


WRITES: 


"THE CRUCIAL QUESTION, OF COURSE, IS NOT THE QUANTITY OF 
FOREIGN CORRESPONDENTS OR EVEN THE QUANTITY OF FOREIGN NEWS 
THAT APPEARS IN THE NATION'S MEDIA, BUT THE QUALITY OF THE 
REPORTING. AND NOT SURPRISINGLY, THE SAME BUDGET FREEZES 

AND CUTS THAT HAVE REDUCED THE RANKS OF CORRESPONDENTS ABROAD 
SINCE THE FIRST SPASM OF BUDGET CUTTING CBY AMERICAN MEDIA) 
IN THE MID 1960S HAVE ALSO AFFECTED THE QUALITY OF THE WORK 


OF THE SURVIVORS." 


MR. EISENDRATH CITES THE COMMENTS OF OTHER OBSERVERS OF THE 
JOURNALISM PROFESSION WHO SEE A GROWING TENDENCY AMONG FORE IGt! 
CORRESPONDENTS TO DO LITTLE MORE THAN REACT TO CRISES. THOSE 
OBSERVERS SAY THAT FOREIGN CORRESPONDENTS NOW HAVE TOO LITTLE 
TIME TO ANALYZE THE EVENTS THEY REPORT OR TO STUDY THEIR 


LONG-RANGE IMPLICATION. THE AUTHOR CONTINUES: 


VOICE: 


REPORTER: 


VOICE: 
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"PRESENT-DAY WORKING CONDITIONS ABROAD LEAVE LITTLE TIMF FOR 
THE KIND OF REFLECTION ESSENTIAL TO GOOD FOREIGN 
CORRESPONDENCE. A WHOLE RANGE OF SUPPORT HAS BEEN TRIMMED 
DRASTICALLY, AFFECTING REFERENCE, TRANSLATION, AND MESSENGER 
SERVICES, ONE WIRE SERVICE CORRESPONDENT NEWLY ARRIVED IN 
BUENOS AIRES CARGENTINA) FOUND HIMSELF TRANSLATING EIGHT HOURS 
DAILY BEFORE TURNING TO REPORTORIAL CHORES BECAUSE THE 
TRANSLATORS HAD BEEI! FIRED. A PARIS BUREAU CHIEF, LEARNING 
OF THE IMPENDING LIQUIDATION OF HIS MESSENGER SERVICE, 
COMMENTED BITTERLY, ‘NEV! YORK CHEADNUARTERS) JUST DOESN'T 
UNDERSTAND THAT DOCUMENTS DON'T FLY MIRACULOUSLY ACROSS THIS 
TOWN ON DEADLINE IN FIVE MINUTES. IT TAKES A HALF=-DAY AND, 
IF THE MESSENGER IS CANNED CFIRED), IT'S MY HALF={DAY WE'RE 


TALKING ABOUT.' THE MESSENGER WAS FIRED," 


MR, EISENDRATH SAYS INCREASED AND IMPROVED TELETYPE AND 
TELEPHONE SERVICES AND BETTER JET AIR SCHEDULES HAVE COMBINED 
TO MAKE A CORRESPONDENT'S LIFE, "A SERIES OF LUNGES FOR QUICK 


STORIES." MR. EISENDRATH CONTINUES: 


"THE NEW HARDWARE MAKZS POSSIELE *SCRAMBLE-BASIS' REPORTING 
ALMOST ANYWHERE. IT HAS ALSO ENAGLED EDITORS TO DIRECT 
COVERAGE FROM THE U-S TO AN UNPRECEDENT DEGREE. ‘THE 
RAPIDITY OF COMMUNICATIONS IS NOT PROGRESS,' SAYS STANLEY 
KARNOW, A WASHINGTON-BASED COLUMNIST AND EDITOR. ‘IT HAS 
DEBASED FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE BY CANCELING INDEPENDENT 
JUDGEMENT AND SUBSTITUTED SPEED FOR EXPERTISE. WHAT GOOD 
IS IT TO BE ABLE TO GET A MAN TO A STORY IF HE DOESN'T KNOW 


WHAT HE'S LOOKING AT OR WHAT IT MEANS?*" 


REPORTER: 


VOICE: 


REPORTER: 
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MR. EISENDRATH SAYS THE TREND NOW IS TO HAVE FOREIGN 
CORRESPONDENTS COVER HUGE TERRITORIES INSTEAD OF ONE OR TWO 
COUNTRIES OR A SMALL GROUP OF NATIONS. HE SAYS THE PROBLEM 
IS FURTHER COMPLICATED BY FREQUENTLY TRANSFERING 
CORRESPONDENTS, JUST AS THEY ARE BEGINNING TO UNDERSTAND 
THE TERRITORY THEY'VE BEEN COVERING. MR. EISENDRATH 


CONTINUES: 


“THE LONG SOJOURNS WHICH PRODUCED CORRESPONDENTS OF 
INDEPENDENT EXPERTISE IN AN EARLIER GENERATION HAVE BEEN 
SACRIFICED BY FOREIGi! EDITORS MORE CONCERNED WITH ‘FRESH 


VIEWPOINT, * 


"IN THE LIGHT OF SUCH CHANGES, CHARLES COLLINGWOOD, FOR 

MANY YEARS THE CHIEF C=B-S FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT BASED IN 
LONDON AND NOV! WORKING MAINLY ON DOCUMENTARIES IN NEW YORK, 
IS CONCERNED ABOUT THE PROFESSION'S ABILITY TO ATTRACT TOP 
TALENT. THE ELITE STATUS OF THE FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT, A 
LEGACY OF PEOPLE LIKE WILLIAM SHIRER, EARNEST HEMINGWAY, AND 
EDWARD R. MURRO'!, HAS BEEN LARGELY LOST. ‘IT IS A LIFE THAT 


SEEMS LESS AND LESS ATTRACTIVE,' SAYS COLLINGWOOD." 


MR. EISENDRATH AGREEGS WITH CHARLES COLLINGWOOD THAT THE 
CHANGES IN THE FUNCTIONS OF FOREIGN CORRESPONDENTS HAS 
RESULTED Iti A LOSS OF PRESTIGE IN THE JOB. YOUNG REPORTERS 
WHO AT ONE TIME WOULD FIGHT FOR OVERSEAS ASSIGNMENTS NO 
LONGER DO SO. ACCORDING TO MR. EISENDRATH, THEY SEE SUCH 


JOBS AS OBSTACLES TO THEIR PROFESSIONAL CAREERS. 


REPORTER: 
CCONT'D) 


VOICE: 


ANNCR: 
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MR. EISENDRATH SAYS THAT THE NUMPRER OF AMERICAN FOREIGN 
CORRESPONDENTS IS LIKELY TO CONTINUE ITS DECLINE. AND, THE 
AUTHOR SAYS THERE IS LITTLE REASON TO BELIEVE THAT THE 
QUALITY OF OVERSEAS REPORTING WILL IMPROVE. MR. EISENDRATH 


CONCLUDES ON THIS PESSIMISTIC NOTE, 


"TO ANYONE CONCERNED WIT! THE SURVIVAL OF FOREIGN 
CORRESPONDENTS AS AN INDEPENDENT FORCE IN THE FORMATION AND 
CRITIQUE OF NATIONAL POLICY, THESE PROSPECTS ARE CHILLING," 


a, 


YOU'VE BEEN LISTENING TO FROM THE MAGAZINE RACK, SUMMARIES 
OF ARTICLES ON TIELY TOPICS FROM MAGAZINES PUBLISHED IN THE 
UNITED STATES, YOU HEARD TODAY: "EARTH TREK" A VIEW OF 
TRANSPORATIO! BY NOTED SCIENCE FICTION WRITER ISAAC ASIMOV, 


FROM THE SATURDAY EVENIt!IG POST. AND, FROM THE COLUMBIA 


JOURNALISM REVIEW, A LOOK AT THE STATE OF THE ART OF FOREIGN 


CORRESPONDENCE BY CHARLES EISEIDRATH. 


NEXT WEEK CAT THIS TIME), JOIN US AGAIN FOR MORE SELECTIONS 


FROM THE MAGAZINE RACK, 


oe 


WJL/CAK 


